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Life Group Homework
For the week of May 2, 2010

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at this week’s teaching on Acts 11:1-18, what was one thing that particularly caught your attention, challenged you, or confused you? Also, take some time to review your scripture memory (Psalm 24:1) from last week.
MY STORY
1. As modern-day Christians we owe a lot to pioneers such as Peter in the case for Gentile conversion. If these early missionaries hadn’t been faithful to God’s call for all the nations to come to Him, we would never have had the opportunity to worship Him, as many of us are not of Jewish descent. Share with your group how you came to know Jesus Christ as your Savior, and if there were any obstacles to that relationship developing.

DIGGING DEEPER
1. To better understand the passage we studied this week in Acts 11, read Acts chapter 10: the story of Cornelius the centurion and answer the following questions. Discuss these concepts with your group when you meet.
· It helps to draw parallels when presented with two intersecting stories. How does Peter’s vision in Acts 10:9-16 prepare him to encounter Cornelius whose life is described in 10:1-8?
	
	What Peter’s vision tells me about... 
	How Cornelius’ life illustrates...

	...who is acceptable to God:
	
	

	...what behavior gains access to God:
	
	

	...God’s heart for international people:
	
	



Life Group Homework Continued

2. Even though Cornelius was described as “a devout man who feared God,” he had not yet entered into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ because of two critical elements that Peter describes in Acts 10 & 11. No amount of good behavior can compensate for what God has instructed for His followers; what two things does Peter describe as critical for conversion?

· Acts 11:13-14
· Acts 10:43
TAKING IT HOME
Many will try to argue that because God knows who He will save in this world that telling people about Him is pointless, but from this story we see that even though Cornelius knew about God, he had never heard the message of the gospel nor had he accepted God’s forgiveness of his sins which leads to eternal life. God wants us to be involved by telling others about who He is, thereby giving Him glory through our lives. Read and memorize Habakkuk 2:14. Meditate on this verse this week and ask the Spirit to guide you to greater involvement in His work spreading His glory to the ends of the earth.
LIGHTHOUSE
This Thursday, May 6, is the National Day of Prayer, and as we consistently seek to be a church full of Lighthouses in our communities, this is a great opportunity to go on a prayer walk in your neighborhood. You can even select partners in your Life Group to walk together and pray over the houses, businesses or government buildings near you. As you walk and pray, reflect on the message for this week; that Christ came to save the whole world and, as it says in Revelation 5:9 “...for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood people from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”
This is what the children are learning today!!
Bible Story: Elijah Learns Following God Is Hard Sometimes
Bible Truth:  Even when things are hard, Christians follow Jesus
Scripture: 1 Kings 16:29-34, 17:1-9; James 5:10-11
Bible Verse: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. James 5:11c
Questions to discuss with your children about today’s lesson:
*Read James 5:10-11
1. What does persevere mean?
2. What does the Bible say you are if you have persevered?
3. What is the Lord full of?
*Read 1 Kings 16:29-34, 17:1-9
1. What was the name of the king who did more evil than other kinds before him?
2. What evil things did King Ahab do?

3. How did the Lord feel about King Ahab's actions?

4. What unpleasant job did Elijah have?

5. How did God show compassion for Elijah?

Thought Questions:
1. Why do you think God had Elijah hide?
2. Has following Jesus ever been difficult for you?



Help us get to know you!!
We would like to get to know you and your family!! Please take a few moments and fill out this form. If you don’t have time to do it now, you can bring it back next week, mail it back to the church or email Pam your info at admin@rivervalleycommunity.org. 

Pam will also use some of this information to update/create a new church directory that will come out later this year. Thank you all so much!

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone #'s please state whether home/cell/work (if cell, please include service provider)
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address(s) _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Birthday(month/day/year) _______________________________________________________________________
Anniversary (month/day/year)___________________________________________________________________
For kids – age and grade in school________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
How are you involved with the church? (Life group, bible study, ministries, volunteer, etc.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Anything you would like more information about. _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be on our Devotional/Newsletter email list?

Yes    or    No

Would you like to be on our Prayer Chain?




Yes    or    No

**Prayer Chain goes out by email. If you don’t have an email address we will send it to you by mail

Would you like to be listed in our Church directory?



Yes    or    No

Anything else you would like us to know about you! _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________[image: image1.png]
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   * Thailand Mission Trip


	For a list of needs from the missionaries and/or  	donation cards please see the welcome table.


	River Valley has a team going to Thailand	


	June 5th - 20th 2010


	Please be praying for them as they prepare for this trip.








   * Men's Bible Study


	Tuesday Nights @ River's Edge Cafe


	6:30pm to 8:00pm


	If you'd like to join us for dinner @ 6pm


	contact Pam by 12:00pm Tuesday.








   * Sunday Morning Prayer Time


	Come join us each Sunday morning before the 	service as we share and pray together 9am





































































































   * National Day Of Prayer


	Thursday, May 6th





   * Downtown Aurora Taste


	Tuesday, May 11th


	5:00pm to 9:00pm


	8th Annual Taste of Aurora, will feature samplings 	from 	13 downtown restaurants, River's Edge is one of them. 	RVCC has 5 coupon books to sell, cost is $25 per book, 	or you can purchase through the Mayor's Office of 	Special Events. This would be a great thing for 	LifeGroups to do together!





   * Backyard Bible School


	This year we are doing Backyard Bible School in place 	of VBS. How it works is you invite kids from your 	neighborhood to participate in the Backyard Bible 	Study held at your house. Then our RVCC team will help 	with the arrangements and teaching.  If you are 	interested in participating please sign up at the 	welcome table, then on May 10th and May 17th from 	6:30-8:30pm we will have information and training at 	RVCC. For more information or questions contact Sue 	630-907-2992





   * CROWN Class


	Tuesday Nights beginning May 18th


	7pm to 9pm


	Please sign up at the welcome table


	If you have questions contact Eli 630-907-2992














FAMILY PAGE:
































   * Prayer Band – Sunday’s @ 9:00am


All are invited to meet every Sunday morning at 9a.m. for prayer in the study of the River Valley Cafe. Join us to pray for our worship celebration, for our church family, for your personal needs and to pray for others. We will keep this prayer meeting informal, as we remain open to the leading of the Holy Spirit to guide us. We look forward to seeing you there!





   * Women’s Ministry							* K-Life – Grades 6-12


	   Monday Evenings @ 7:00pm					New Schedule Coming Soon


	   Thursday Mornings @ 9:00am					www.aurora.klife.com





   * Men’s Ministry							* Life Groups


	   Tuesday Mornings @ 6:30am					For Information please call the Church


Office @ 630-907-2992


   * FOCUS – Singles Ministry


	   Thursday Evenings from 6:30pm – 8:30pm





























Upcoming Events





Weekly Events















































































































































Scripture Reading: Acts 11:1-18


 1 Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the Gentiles had received the word of God. 2 But when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him. 3 “You entered the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said. 4 Then Peter told them exactly what had happened. 5 “I was in the town of Joppa,” he said, “and while I was praying, I went into a trance and saw a vision. Something like a large sheet was let down by its four corners from the sky. And it came right down to me. 6 When I looked inside the sheet, I saw all sorts of small animals, wild animals, reptiles, and birds. 7 And I heard a voice say, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.’ 8 “‘No, Lord,’ I replied. ‘I have never eaten anything that our Jewish laws have declared impure or unclean.’ 9 “But the voice from heaven spoke again: ‘Do not call something unclean if God has made it clean.’ 10 This happened three times before the sheet and all it contained was pulled back up to heaven. 11 “Just then three men who had been sent from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were staying. 12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them and not to worry that they were Gentiles. These six brothers here accompanied me, and we soon entered the home of the man who had sent for us. 13 He told us how an angel had appeared to him in his home and had told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 14 He will tell you how you and everyone in your household can be saved!’ 15 “As I began to speak,” Peter continued, “the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he fell on us at the beginning. 16 Then I thought of the Lord’s words when he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 And since God gave these Gentiles the same gift he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to stand in God’s way?” 18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said, “We can see that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal life.”





Notes:








30 Core Competencies Of A Follower Of Christ





 10 CORE BELIEFS


   * TRINITY


   * SALVATION BY GRACE


   * AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE


   * PERSONAL GOD


   * IDENTITY IN CHRIST


   * CHURCH


   * HUMANITY


   * COMPASSION


   * ETERNITY


   * STEWARDSHIP





 10 CORE PRACTICES


   * WORSHIP


   * PRAYER


   * BIBLE STUDY


   * SINGLE MINDEDNESS


   * BIBLICAL COMMUNITY


   * SPIRITUAL GIFTS


   * GIVING AWAY MY TIME


   * GIVING AWAY MY MONEY


   * GIVING AWAY MY FAITH


   * GIVING AWAY MY LIFE





 10 CORE VIRTUES


   * LOVE


   * JOY


   * PEACE


   * PATIENCE


   * KINDNESS/GOODNESS


   * FAITHFULNESS


   * GENTLENESS


   * SELF-CONTROL


   * HOPE


   * HUMILITY




















River Valley exists to glorify God and transform people through the work of the Holy Spirit into fully developing followers of Christ















































