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Life Group Homework
For the week of May 9, 2010

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at this week’s teaching on James 5:7-12, what was one thing that particularly caught your attention, challenged you, or confused you?
MY STORY
1. As a child, what was one thing you were constantly told to be patient for? Why was waiting for that thing so difficult?

2. Think of something for which you are presently required to have great patience. Discuss with your group how you are maintaining your patience. Can it be possible to be patient in your circumstance yet still remain active in pursuing God’s direction?

DIGGING DEEPER
1. It can often be difficult in trials to recognize all the ways God is working for you. Warren Wiersbe wrote, “God assures us in his Word that he is busy on our behalf, but we still want to see something happen.” What do the following verses tell you about how God works on your behalf? What do they say is required of us, His followers, while He works?

a. Psalm 10:16-18

b. Psalm 28:6-9

c. Isaiah 50:4-10

d. Isaiah 51:12-14

e. Isaiah 54:6-10

f. Isaiah 56:6-11

g. Isaiah 64:4

Life Group Homework Continued

2. How very important it is for us to understand how much God works on behalf of those who wait for Him. Still it is in our nature to desire to see progress; we are a result-oriented culture, and we have done a good job of making God look like a vending machine from Whom we expect to get out an equal measure of what we feel we’ve invested. Share with your group an example of a character from the Bible who demonstrated incredible patience in the midst of trials. Write down and discuss what about their story you find the most helpful or encouraging for you. How can you apply what they did to overcome adversity and wait on the Lord to your life or current situation? If you’re having trouble getting started, read through Hebrews chapter 11 and read into one of those stories mentioned.
TAKING IT HOME
Think back to the example you gave of something that God is currently using to teach you how to be patient. What one thing from this week’s message or homework will you apply to deepen your understanding of how God works and of the faithfulness He desires each of His followers to possess?
LIGHTHOUSE
Evangelism, like any other spiritual discipline, also requires patience. Perhaps you have been praying over and reaching out to certain individuals for some time now without seeing any discernible progress. This week, pray over your own heart. Pray that God would make you patient and steadfast as a beacon of light for His gospel. Pray that He would strengthen you to continue sharing His good news, even in the face of adversity.
This is what the children are learning today!!
Bible Story: A New Heaven And A New Earth
Bible Truth:  The Lord Jesus will return to earth
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:8-15
Bible Verse: You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. James 5:8
Questions to discuss with your children about today’s lesson:
*Read James 5:7-8
1. Who does the Bible say is coming?
2. Why should we act like the farmer?
*Read 2 Peter 3:8-15
1. How does the Lord see a day and a thousand years?
2. How do we see a day and a thousand years?
3. Why is the Lord patient in coming back?
4. In the future, what will happen to the heavens and the earth?
Thought Questions:
1. How should we live while we are waiting on the Lord?



Help us get to know you!!
We would like to get to know you and your family!! Please take a few moments and fill out this form. If you don’t have time to do it now, you can bring it back next week, mail it back to the church or email Pam your info at admin@rivervalleycommunity.org. 

Pam will also use some of this information to update/create a new church directory that will come out later this year. Thank you all so much!

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone #'s please state whether home/cell/work (if cell, please include service provider)
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address(s) _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Birthday(month/day/year) _______________________________________________________________________
Anniversary (month/day/year)___________________________________________________________________
For kids – age and grade in school________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
How are you involved with the church? (Life group, bible study, ministries, volunteer, etc.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Anything you would like more information about. _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be on our Devotional/Newsletter email list?

Yes    or    No

Would you like to be on our Prayer Chain?




Yes    or    No

**Prayer Chain goes out by email. If you don’t have an email address we will send it to you by mail

Would you like to be listed in our Church directory?



Yes    or    No

Anything else you would like us to know about you! _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________[image: image1.png]



























FAITH THAT WORKS - JAMES SERIES


ANDY MORGAN | MAY 9, 2010








�












































1655 Bowman Drive, Aurora IL 60506  - 630.907.2992 - www.rivervalleycommunity.org


































































































   * Thailand Mission Trip


	For a list of needs from the missionaries and/or  	donation cards please see the welcome table.


	River Valley has a team going to Thailand	


	June 5th - 20th 2010


	Please be praying for them as they prepare for this trip.








   * Men's Bible Study


	Tuesday Nights @ River's Edge Cafe


	6:30pm to 8:00pm


	If you'd like to join us for dinner @ 6pm


	contact Pam by 12:00pm Tuesday.








   * Sunday Morning Prayer Time


	Come join us each Sunday morning before the 	service as we share and pray together 9am





































































































   * Downtown Aurora Taste


	Tuesday, May 11th


	5:00pm to 9:00pm


	8th Annual Taste of Aurora, will feature samplings 	from 	13 downtown restaurants, River's Edge is one of them. 	RVCC has 5 coupon books to sell, cost is $25 per book, 	or you can purchase through the Mayor's Office of 	Special Events. This would be a great thing for 	LifeGroups to do together!





   * Backyard Bible School


	This year we are doing Backyard Bible School in place 	of VBS. How it works is you invite kids from your 	neighborhood to participate in the Backyard Bible 	Study held at your house. Then our RVCC team will help 	with the arrangements and teaching.  If you are 	interested in participating please sign up at the 	welcome table, then on May 10th and May 17th from 	6:30-8:30pm we will have information and training at 	RVCC. For more information or questions contact Sue 	630-907-2992





   * CROWN Class


	Tuesday Nights beginning May 18th


	7pm to 9pm


	Please sign up at the welcome table


	If you have questions contact Eli 630-907-2992














FAMILY PAGE:
































   * Prayer Band – Sunday’s @ 9:00am


All are invited to meet every Sunday morning at 9a.m. for prayer in the study of the River Valley Cafe. Join us to pray for our worship celebration, for our church family, for your personal needs and to pray for others. We will keep this prayer meeting informal, as we remain open to the leading of the Holy Spirit to guide us. We look forward to seeing you there!





   * Women’s Ministry							* K-Life – Grades 6-12


	   Monday Evenings @ 7:00pm					New Schedule Coming Soon


	   Thursday Mornings @ 9:00am					www.aurora.klife.com





   * Men’s Ministry							* Life Groups


	   Tuesday Mornings @ 6:30am					For Information please call the Church


Office @ 630-907-2992


   * FOCUS – Singles Ministry


	   Thursday Evenings from 6:30pm – 8:30pm
































Upcoming Events





Weekly Events















































































































































Scripture Reading: James 5:7-12


 7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For look—the Judge is standing at the door! 10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers and sisters, look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We give great honor to those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man of great endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy. 12 But most of all, my brothers and sisters, never take an oath, by heaven or earth or anything else. Just say a simple yes or no, so that you will not sin and be condemned.





Notes:








30 Core Competencies Of A Follower Of Christ





 10 CORE BELIEFS


   * TRINITY


   * SALVATION BY GRACE


   * AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE


   * PERSONAL GOD


   * IDENTITY IN CHRIST


   * CHURCH


   * HUMANITY


   * COMPASSION


   * ETERNITY


   * STEWARDSHIP





 10 CORE PRACTICES


   * WORSHIP


   * PRAYER


   * BIBLE STUDY


   * SINGLE MINDEDNESS


   * BIBLICAL COMMUNITY


   * SPIRITUAL GIFTS


   * GIVING AWAY MY TIME


   * GIVING AWAY MY MONEY


   * GIVING AWAY MY FAITH


   * GIVING AWAY MY LIFE





 10 CORE VIRTUES


   * LOVE


   * JOY


   * PEACE


   * PATIENCE


   * KINDNESS/GOODNESS


   * FAITHFULNESS


   * GENTLENESS


   * SELF-CONTROL


   * HOPE


   * HUMILITY




















River Valley exists to glorify God and transform people through the work of the Holy Spirit into fully developing followers of Christ















































